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Welcome Letter
Dear Delegates,

Welcome to “Human Rights Council: Analyzing the Governments of Benjamin Netanyahu.” I am

Naeman Mahmood, a sophomore at Emory University studying Political Science. I enjoy many things like F1

Racing, British Spy Thrillers, and Bubly sparkling water. But most relevant, my love of international politics.

I am so happy to share my love of international politics with y’all. I look forward to the unique propositions

you guys have in regards to one of the most pressing issues of human rights at the moment— the treatment of

the Palestinian people. While this is a contentious issue for many, I will not be judging based on the side you

are arguing, but rather how in depth your resolutions are, and whether or not your speeches are memorable.

One of the beauties of Model UN is that often you have to defend the side you disagree with. I know some of

you will have to do that. Regardless of where you stand on this issue personally, let's have a productive,

engaging, and most importantly, fun time during the competition. I worked in the backroom of the 2008

Financial Crisis Committee for the MUNE last year and look forward to being your Crisis Director this year!

I wanted to do this committee simply because I have always been interested in International Law and

wondered how to create a stronger Supranational organization to tackle pressing global issues like multi-state

conflicts, climate change, and corruption. What sparked my interest in Supranational Organizations was

Brexit, where I did a deep dive into the intricacies of the European Union. That then led me down the rabbit

hole into the United Nations. That opened me to my interest in the United Nations Human Rights Council

(UNHRC). When I first read their mission statement and the work they did, my first thought was what would

happen if they had more power to actually enforce the policies they needed to achieve their goals. Through

this committee, I hope to find out. I look forward to the different scenarios that can occur in this hypothetical

world.

I hope to have a committee filled with different factions, scenarios, and conflicts. Clash is a good

thing in this committee, so bring a lot of it! If you want me to clarify anything, feel free to email me at

naeman.mahmood@emory.edu. I look forward to seeing you all real soon!

Sincerely,

Naeman Mahmood
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Special Considerations
Human Decency/Respect

Given the controversial topic at hand, I find it important to make a few things clear. First, just because

a topic is controversial does not mean it should not be debated upon. Given that this affects so many people in

so many different ways it would be a disservice to ignore this matter. Second, the likelihood is that you will

be debating on a side that you disagree with. Learn to understand the complexities of each side even on issues

as tedious as this. Third, it is of the utmost importance to ensure productive, engaging, and respectful debates.

I do expect some moments to get heated in the chamber, but that does not give one the right to be

disrespectful. At the end of the day, we are all human beings who bleed the same color and breathe the same

air. This is a very sensitive topic for many people, so show respect and expect respect.

Scope of the Topic
This topic primarily is focused on the governments of Benjamin Netanyahu, NOT on the validity of

Israel or Palestine as states. This is not up for debate and there are no grounds for it. The scope of debate is

simply on whether or not Benjamin Netanyahu was justified in his dealings with national security and the

Palestinians. With that said, I know debates about Israel and Palestine will be hard to avoid. Please do your

best to stray away from land disputes and debate the topic through a human rights lens.

Role of the Crisis Director and Delegates
My role as Crisis Director is NOT to take a side and NOT to resolve personal disputes. My job is to

facilitate productive debates about a pressing matter. I will put aside all personal views and put on a veil of

ignorance, looking for objective facts rather than personal attacks. The same is expected of all delegates. It is

up to the delegates on whether this becomes a productive debate about a topic in global politics or a shouting

match over Thanksgiving dinner.

3



Opening Letter

My dearest delegates,

The time has come to give the world a real and credible arbiter of justice. Humanity has long suffered

at the hands of an anarchic world order, where countries have no accountability and disorder is the name of

the game. No more, thanks to the newly expanded United Nations Human Rights Council. With our expanded

powers, we now have the ability to prosecute and punish world leaders on an international level. The

UNHRC can now try leaders, sentence them to international prison, remove them from office, all while the

Jury represents the entire world. Every single member of the United Nations automatically hands over these

powers. Additionally, expansive extradition treaties have been made to ensure no world leader, no matter how

rich and powerful, can escape justice. Finally, a more peaceful, fair, and just world can exist.

During this committee, we will be analyzing the actions of the governments of Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu, who was charged with several counts regarding his treatment of the Palestinians. It is

your job, as the delegates of the UNHRC, to discuss and analyze his, and his governments’ actions, and come

up with resolutions that propose changes (or not) to said actions.

Judges of the UNHRC are not here to make a judgement, rather to guide debate. This has the potential

to be a heated debate, so please ensure you remain diplomatic, respectful, and professional. I urge all of you

to be as objective as possible. Look for facts rather than confirmations of your biases. Hear both sides instead

of tuning out opposite. Understand your fellow ambassadors across the aisle and engage in meaningful

conversations.

The whole world is looking to us to make this newly formed system work. Many have said this is too

idealistic to work. Let’s show humanity they have reason to hope.

Sincerely,

Adala Mill - Head Justice of the United Nations Human Rights Council

4



Committee Structure and Dynamics

Introduction to Structure
This committee will be structured like a typical General Assembly (GA) with debates and resolutions.

The country leader assessed is Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over his governments actions

against the Palestinian people. Each country’s ambassador to the United Nations will come up with

resolutions on how to give justice and to whom based on the actions of Netanyahu’s previous governments.

Resolutions will be passed by a simple majority.

Debate topics will span over the course of Benjamin Netanyahu’s time as Prime Minister of Israel,

analyzing issues from a human rights perspective. Each session will go through a specific policy/action from

Benjamin Netanyahu’s government. Like a typical GA, many opinions will be shared. In the middle of each

session, resolutions will be created. Resolutions can be analysis about the current term being discussed and

what should have been changed (or not) or they can be suggestions for the next term/government of Israel.

They can include the punishment or exoneration of Benjamin Netanyahu on that specific charge. Resolutions

will be passed by a simple majority after each debate.

Timeline
The timeline of this committee will start on June 18, 1996, the beginning of Benjamin Netanyahu’s

first term in office. The timeline of this committee will end on June 13, 2021, just before Benjamin

Netanyahu resigned as Prime Minister of Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu was not Prime Minister from July 6,

1999 to March 31, 2009. Be aware that since it was not his government that did actions between those times,

he is not immediately responsible.

General Logistics
This will be a General Assembly with parliamentary procedure. The dress code is Western Business

Attire. The committee, due to the virtual competition, will be using Zoom for the debates as well as breakout

rooms for resolution development. Google Docs will be used for typing out resolutions. Voting will occur

using the yes and no emojis found in the toolbar of Zoom. We will be speaking English and will not tolerate

language or behaviors that are offensive or inappropriate.
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Committee Structure
This committee will consist of X ambassadors with voting power, X observer members with voting

power. The co-chairs will preside as judges of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC). The

structure is like so:

1. Roll Call will be taken to indicate who is present and who is absent.

2. The agenda is decided upon through a vote. Topics span the different charges against Benjamin

Netanyahu. Most will be debated. The charge on whether or not to remove him from office will be

held later and at the chair’s discretion when that can be put to vote.

3. A speakers list is made by delegates using the “raise hand” function on Zoom.

4. Moderated and unmoderated caucus are decided upon by a simple majority. Every delegate must vote

on procedural matters, even if they indicated that they are not voting during roll call.

5. Resolutions are passed through a simple majority and should be topical to the debate.
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Background History

Special Note
Special care was given to the background research into the most complex and difficult geopolitical

conflict of the modern era. It is the delegate's responsibility to continue research and to ensure they are

accurately representing their country’s position on the

matter regardless of their own personal beliefs.
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Brief History

Palestine is recognized as a country by 139 nations and is a non-member state in the United Nations. Israel is

recognized as a country by 162 nations and is a member state in the United Nations. Israel and Palestine both

have competing land disputes. Israel and Palestine have been in constant conflict over control of certain land

in the Middle East due to its sacred nature in both Judaism and Islam, with Palestine being Muslim majority

and Israel being Jewish majority. However, in the beginning years of the conflict, more emphasis was placed

on ethnicity of Jews versus Arabs and indigeneity of those ethnicities to the land. They argue they have

claims to the land and therefore have a right to self-determination to create their own country. As a matter of

fact, initial Palestine organizations were more nationalistic than religious. For example, there were Chrisitian

Palestine leaders.

The leader of the political movement to make a Jewish independent state was Theodore Herzl. He was an

Austrian Jewish Journalist who witnessed the trials and rallies following the Dreyfus affair where an innocent

Jewish man in France was falsely accused of passing military secrets to the Germans. He became the father of

modern Political Zionism and founder of the World Zionist Organization (WZO) in 1897. The WZO’s

mission was to establish a home for the Jews in Palestine. He stated that Jews will never be equal citizens in

other countries and he saw trends of anti-semitism increase throughout Europe. He stated that the only way
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the Jews could save themselves was to establish their own homeland in Palestine. He would call on wealthy

Jews to donate to the cause, especially Jews in Germany. This began a movement called the Aliyah, which is

the massive return of Jews to ancient Israel.

At the time, Palestine was under Ottoman

control. Jews, Muslims, and Christians all

lived on the land and had little to no divides.

Arabs and non-Arabs were mixed in the

region. That came to an end when the United

Kingdom sent Thomas Edward Lawrence

into the Ottoman Empire to start revolts

against the Sultan. The British promised

Arabs they would have their own empire

under an Arab Muslim Caliphate while at the

same time promissing to the Jews a Jewish

immigration into Palestine. People within the

Ottoman Empire soon began to develop nationalism, calling themselves Palestinians, Israeli, Jordanian, etc.

Revolts would ensue against the Ottoman Empire, most notably the Sinai and Palestine Campaign which

lasted from 1915 to 1918. This conquest laid the groundwork for Mandatory Palestine, British controlled

Palestine from 1920 to 1948. The rest of the Ottoman Empire was partitioned predominantly between the

British and French.

  

During the Sinai and Palestine Campaign, the British made a promise to the World Zionist Organization

through the Balfour Declaration. This was a pledge by Britain made in 1917 declaring that it wanted to

establish a Jewish home in Palestine. This came from the then-foreign secretary Arthur Balfour. The British

would try to create a joint Arab-Jewish government, however the Arab population grew resentful as “too

many” Jews would tip the scale against Muslims. This gave rise to many radical leaders in Mandatory

Palestine who called for the exile of Jews.
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The Jewish population in Mandatory

Palestine increased due to violence

and Anti-semitism against them in

Europe. Mandatory Palestine also

provided economic independence,

notably through Orange Plantains.

The Haavara Agreement between the

Nazi German Government and the

Zionist German Jews enabled fleeing

Jews to transfer some of their assets

to Mandatory Palestine. Over 50,000 Jews left Germany because of this. All Jews who did this survived the

Holocaust. This genocide against Jews also prompted many to flee. The Jewish population in Palestine

became 500,000 while the Arab Palestinians were 800,000. With the backing of profitable organizations such

as the WZO, Jews were able to plant cash crops and become part of the upper and middle classes. Tensions

between Jews and Arabs got out of hand, so much so that the United Kingdom called upon the United

Nations to decide the fate of the land.
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In 1947, the United Nations General Assembly decided on behalf of the United Kingdom to split the land

between the Jews and Muslims. Through Resolution 181, the land would be split predominantly between an

Arab State and a Jewish State. The resolution passed, with mostly Muslim and Arab countries rejecting it.

The city of Jerusalem would be a corpus separatum, a city controlled by the international community via the

United Nations. The Arab State would have an Arab

population of 725,000 and a Jewish population of 10,000.

They would control 43% of Mandatory Palestine. The

Jewish State would have a Jewish population of 498,000

(⅓ of the population) and an Arab population of 407,000.

The Jewish State would control 56% of Mandatory

Palestine. On May 14, 1948, Israel declared its

independence and one day later, the first Arab-Israeli War

began, which led to over 700,000 Palestinian refugees and

Israel land gains. In Arab States, a mass exodus of Jews

left due to persecution and hostility against them after the

creation of Israel. Many also left to fulfill the One Million

Plan, a plan of immigration of one million Jews from

Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa. During the

war, Egypt took the Gaza Strip while Jordan occupied the

West Bank, splitting Palestine between these two nations.

After the war, the surrounding nations of Jordan, Egypt,

Lebanon, and Syria signed an armistice with Israel.
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The second Arab-Israeli conflict started just a few years later in 1956 when Egypt violated its armistice

agreement and blocked Israeli cargo from passing through the Suez Canal. In 1964, the Palestine Liberation

Organization (PLO) was formed to create a central organization for all Palestinians. It includes a multi-party

system that includes civilians and members of military groups. The PLO is still recognized as the sole

legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. It is the official government of Palestine. The main party

under the Palestinian government is Fatah, a social democratic party that has militant influences and strives

for the independence of Palestine. Yasser Arafat

was a military leader who became chairman of

Fatah in 1969 until his death in 2004.

In 1967, the Six Day War took place when

Israel launched preemptive strikes against

Egypt, Syria, and Jordan. Israel decimated the

three nations and gained the Sinai Peninsula,

Golan Heights, and West Bank. The war

resulted in over 200,000 Palestinian refugees.

Egypt and Jordan came to peace agreements and

officially recognized Israel.
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In September of 1972, five Palestinian terrorists from the group Black September broke into the Israeli

quaters of the Olympic Village during the 1972 Munich Olympics. They killed a total of 11 Israeli athletes.

In 1987, Hamas was founded, calling on the destruction of Israel and the establishment of an Islamic nation in

historic Palestine. Hamas is a party that is opposed to the other predominant party Fatah. Fatah now currently

leads a separate government, called the Palestinian National Authority. In 1993, Hamas carried out its first

attack on Israel by blowing up a car beside an Israeli bus near Menchola, in the Jordan Valley. Two people

were killed and five were wounded. Between 1993 and 2000, there were over thirty seven suicide bombs

exploded in Israel, largely claimed by Hamas.

Tensions and conflict between Hamas and Fatah have led to

the West Bank being predominantly controlled by Fatah

under the Palestinian National Authority and Gaza Strip

being controlled by Hamas.

Current State of Affairs

First Term of Benjamin Netanyahu
During his firm term in office, Benjamin Netanyahu

continued the Oslo Accords, giving concessions like ease of

passage to Israel to the Palestinians in hopes for more peace

talks. While talks and diplomacy to Palestine did slow under

his term, he did continue to uphold Israel’s part of the agreement. On September 23, 1996, he opened the

Western Wall Tunnel, which was to the opposition of the Palestinian National Authority. Many Palestinians

claimed it was against the holiness of the Islamic sites, however it was proved that the tunnel passed under a

school not under the Masjid Al-Aqsa. Riots ensued afterwards. They ended under the order of Yasser Arafat,

the then leader of the Palestinian National Authority.
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Second and Third Term of Benjamin Netanyahu

Despite pressure from allies like the United States, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu continued to pursue

a United Israel. He declared he would only accept Palestine so long as Jerusalem was the sole capital of

Israel, Palestine had no military, and Palestinians would not have a complete right of return, which would

allow for Palestinians to live in Israel who lost land and homes due to the expansion of Israel as well as from

the 1948 War. Instead he was willing to accept some back for the reunification of families and compensate

those who would not return. This is to protect the Jewish majority in Israel. He also started to advocate for the

natural growth of Israel with continued Jewish settlements into Palestine. Benjamin Netanyahu also opened

up checkpoints in the West Bank to enable economic growth in the area and was open to normalizing

relations with Palestine.

 

Israel continued to approve of apartments and homes in Palestinian land

despite calls from the international community stating the constructions

were a violation of Palestinian soverignty. Some international law

experts have stated that it is against international law. Many homes and

neighborhoods constructed demolished existing Palestinian

infrastructure.

Throughout, Israel and Hamas would send bombs between themselves.

Tensions rose quickly, and the 2014 Gaza War was declared by Israel

over the killing of three Israeli teenagers. Over 2,000 Palestinians were

killed, and 67 Israeli soldiers and 6 Israeli civilians were killed. The

reason fewer Israelis were killed was because of Israel’s “Iron Dome.”

The Iron Dome is an air defense system used to destroy short range

missiles. It is one of the most successful defense systems in the world.
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Fourth and Fifth Terms of Benjamin Netanyahu

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sparked outrage when he claimed that the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Haj

Amin al-Husseini gave Hitler the idea for the Holocaust. Historians flat out reject that claim. Netanyahu

became less accommodating to a two-state solution.

In Jerusalem, the influx in the Jewish population pushed Muslim Arabs into tighter and smaller communities.

A two tiered system maintains easy access to Israel for Jews but extremely difficult access to Israel for Arab

Muslims. Israeli Arabs on the other hand have no restrictions.
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Recent Conflict - 2021

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza have stated they are suffering due to the Blockade from Israel and

surrounding countries. Israel states this is for self defense. Palestinians lack access to basic necessities and

have lagged behind in vaccination rates. Their infrastructure is also suffering due to the blockade. Many lack

access to electricity, health care, education, and clean water. Unemployment is one of the highest in the

world, with half of the country unemployed. Eighty percent of Palestinians rely on international humanitarian

aid to survive.

Jews bought land in Sheikh Jarrah from the Ottoman Empire before the creation of Modern Palestine. After

the 1940 War, the Jordanians took over this territory. Palestinians came to live in the newly annexed land.

After the 1960 War, Israel took over Jerusalem. They allowed for Palestianians to live there so long as they

paid the fee. However, the Palestinians did not pay, so they were evicted.

Additionally, Israeli settlements have seeped into the Palestinian territories in the West Bank. Homes,

businesses, and industry from Israel are created on the Palestinian land and then annexed into the territory of

Israel.

With this in the backdrop, Israeli police officers raided Al-Aqsa Mosque, the second most sacred location in

Islam, during the holy month of Ramadan this year. From the Israeli point of view, this was an act of self

defense as people were throwing stones at their police officers. Over 163 Palestinians were injured due to the

rubber bullets and stun grenades thrown in the mosque. This started the current uproar in conflict between

Hamas and the Israeli government, where Hamas attacked Israel first. The violence has killed at least 145

people in Gaza and 12 in Israel.
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Dozens of rockets were fired between the two warring factions: Hamas and the Israeli Defense Force. Hamas

fired many rockets. Because of Israel’s advanced military, they have been able to stop most rockets aimed

towards them with a few surpassing their “Iron Dome.” Palestine has had many civilian buildings

demolished. A big reason as to why they suffered the brunt is because of Hamas’s use of human shields,

hiding in densely populated areas. When Israel targets them, those densely populated areas become collateral

damage. Hamas has also misfired and killed Palestinians, leading many Palestinians to question the

legitimacy of Hamas. Palestinians do not. Many blame Benjamin Netanyahu’s leadership for the recent uptick

in tension, something that is unpopular amongst Israelis.
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Questions to Consider

● Is Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at fault?

● Does Hamas represent the Palestinian people?

● What crimes (if any) were commited?

● What punishment (if any) should be pressed against Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu?

● Is the Prime Minister responsible for all actions made by the government?

● How can I, as an ambassador, ensure a good precedent is set for future leaders in the Middle East?

● What counts as self defense? What is overboard?

● Should religion play a role in country formation?

● Should ethnicity be a determining factor for a country’s right to exist?

● What counts as occupation and does it exist in this scenario?

● Is the fighting equal or heavily weighed to the advantage of one side?

● How can I get objective facts over a topic that has a lot of misinformation and bias?

● What role should the international community make in cases against a leader?
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Committee Positions/Characters

Country Role

United States Ambassador to the UNHRC

United Kingdom Ambassador to the UNHRC

France Ambassador to the UNHRC

Germany Ambassador to the UNHRC

Palestine (Observer state) Observer to the UNHRC

Japan Ambassador to the UNHRC

Chile Ambassador to the UNHRC

Russia Ambassador to the UNHRC

Iran Ambassador to the UNHRC

China Ambassador to the UNHRC

Saudi Arabia Ambassador to the UNHRC

Israel Ambassador to the UNHRC

Egypt Ambassador to the UNHRC

Syria Ambassador to the UNHRC

Jordan Ambassador to the UNHRC
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