
 THE 88TH HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: EL MOVIMIENTO 

ENMUNC | October 17-18, 2020      1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE 88TH HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES: 

EL MOVIMIENTO 

October 17-18th, 2020 



 THE 88TH HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: EL MOVIMIENTO 

ENMUNC | October 17-18, 2020      2 

 
Table of Contents 
 
Welcome Letter ………………………………………………………………………………….3 

Committee Structure ……………...………………………………………….……………..….4 

Background…………………………………….………………………………………….....5 – 7  

Characters……………………………………………………………………………….….7 – 13  

Questions to Consider ……………………………………………………..…………………13 

Further Resources ....……………………………………………………………………...…...13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 THE 88TH HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: EL MOVIMIENTO 

ENMUNC | October 17-18, 2020      3 

Welcome Letter  
Welcome to the first Emory National Model United Nations Conference! I am so 

excited to welcome everyone to our first year organizing our High School Model United 
Nations Conference through the Emory International Relations Association (EIRA). My 
name is Galia Pino, and I will be your director for this specialized General Assembly, The 
88th U.S. House of Representatives: El Movimiento. I am a junior here at Emory University, 
double majoring in Political Science and African American Studies on a Pre-Law Track. 
This is my third year participating in EIRA, I have previously been an Assistant Crisis 
Director for MUNE (our college conference) and have been a Head Delegate for our Model 
UN Travel Team. But I have been a “mun-er” since I was in high school! While I am 
saddened that you all will not be able to visit Atlanta for ENMUNC this year I am still 
extremely excited for this committee and everything that you all will be able to learn and 
come up with.  

Since I have been involved with Model United Nations for about 6/7 years now, I 
am familiar with common and recurring committee topics/structures. I have been in 
rooms ranging from the CIA’s intervention in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and 
disarming North Korea to World War I. I have found that most committees address 
conflicts and proxy wars but never include many of the United States’ domestic issues. 
The treatment of Hispanic-Americans and African Americans is seldom addressed in our 
history books in MUN committee rooms, which is why I chose to highlight the Chicano 
and Hispanic-American movements in the U.S. in this committee. Considering the 
political moves and abundance of protests that occurred this past Summer 2020 I think it is 
critical to discuss some of the historical foundations of current social issues. I hope that 
this committee teaches us all more of the overlooked history and struggles of minorities in 
this country, and helps us all come up with constructive ideas on how to address these 
issues. I do want to emphasize that there will be no racist or ethnocentric comments made 
and if they are made or written down then please bring them to my attention immediately. 
With that being said, there will be characters in this committee that had political ideologies 
you may not agree with but it is essential to truly embody their ideas and reasoning in 
order for this historical committee to succeed. If there is ever an issue and you deem any 
behavior questionable then we have a process in place to take care of that so please reach 
out to me if that situation arises in committee. 

I look forward to meeting you all, even though it will be virtually, and seeing what 
each and every one of you brings to this discussion. Please feel free to reach out to me with 
any questions or concerns at gpino@emory.edu. 

See you all soon, 
Galia Pino



 THE 88TH HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: EL MOVIMIENTO 

ENMUNC | October 17-18, 2020      4 

  
Committee Structure  

The committee will focus on the Hispanic-American political activism that was 
surging in the 1960s. While the purpose of this committee is to discuss the demands of the 
Hispanic-American community, it must also consider the plethora of movements 
occurring simultaneously such as the Black Power Movement and the Environmental 
Movement. This is critical for two reasons: 1. Many of these movements are intersectional 
and they have overlapping goals and, 2. Some characters represent districts where these 
other movements are prominent, therefore, they will have an invested interest in them. 
Representatives will be expected to consider their own beliefs, the beliefs of those who 
they represent, and current domestic/foreign relations issues when writing legislation, or 
a “resolution.” Delegates must work together to mitigate the national civil rights crisis that 
is affecting the nation.  

This committee is a specialized, historical room ; therefore, it will not have crisis 
updates. While we will be discussing historical events in their day and time, the 
committee will be structured like a General Assembly for the purpose of writing and 
passing detailed civil rights legislation. Delegates are expected to consider the historical 
struggle for equality that Hispanic-Americans have endured, as well as attempt to 
brainstorm future issues/injustices that could arise and provide preventative solutions for 
them. The rules of parliamentary procedure of the U.S. House of Representatives will 
apply; therefore a simple majority is in order for it to be passed to the Senate. 
Additionally, more than one bill can be passed if they receive the necessary amount of 
votes since they will only be passed to the Senate. The actual bill will be written in the 
same format as a UNGA resolution since it is not expected from you to learn a new format 
for the purpose of this committee. And finally, the committee will begin before the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 has been passed so delegates should discuss these topics assuming 
rights guaranteed by this piece of legislation have not been enacted.  
 Delegates will be expected to accurately represent the policies of their assigned 
Representatives, which will be according to the respective time period. Since this time 
period was ideologically divisive and some beliefs could be interpreted as offensive today 
it is critical to discuss the reality of them because they have had long lasting impacts on 
our domestic policies and foreign relations. However, I want to reiterate that we will not 
tolerate outright inappropriate behavior, diplomacy is expected of everyone regardless of 
personal beliefs.  
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Background 

The southwestern United States had been the conquered territory of Spanish 
Conquistadors, Native Americans and their descendants for over a century when the 
United States began expanding into states like Arizano, New Mexico, and Texas. The 
United States government became embolden by the idea of Manifest Destiny, and believed 
it to be their right to settle in this territory. These events provided a foundation for the 
Mexican-American War in 1846 as the U.S. incited conflict in Mexican territory, eventually 
annexing about half of Mexico’s territory. The annexation of this territory displaced many 
Mexicans and would result in a surge in immigration between the two nations. 
Additionally, the United States continued expanding into South America and the 
Caribbean as they invaded Puerto Rico and Cuba, and invested millions to monopolize 
industries in Central America (i.e. Banana Republic). Since then, the Hispanic population 
has continued to grow in the United States and Hispanic-Americans have fought several 
battles to ensure economic and social equality for themselves.  
 Hispanic-American resistance began as early as the 1920s in the United States. Since 
then many have been advocating for civil rights and political freedom, focusing on three 
specific issues: workers rights, a Latino history and bilingual curriculum in schools, and 
fairer immigration policies. In 1929 the League of United American Citizens (LULAC) was 
established to fight injustices committed by the state and federal government against 
Hispanic communities. For example, one of the issues they tackled was desegregating 
schools on the West Coast. Simultaneously, cannery and factory workers in the 
southwestern U.S. began to form unofficial unions to fight against unfair wages and hiring 
practices. The nation’s response to these efforts, as well as the large population of 
Hispanics, has always been two-sided; while the U.S. had an interest in these issues 
because of cheap labor they also began mass deportation of people of Mexican descent. In 
1942 the bracero program admitted Mexicans to the U.S. under contracts to work in 
agriculture and other industries, but only 11 years later “Operation Wetback” was 
launched to deport people of Mexican descent. The program deported 3.8 million people, 
many of whom were American citizens.  

The first convention of El Primer Congreso Mexicanista, took place in 1911 where 
Mexicans organized against social injustice in Texas; and in 1931 the first labor strike was 
incited in Florida where Hispanic workers walked out of cigar factories. A pattern of labor 
strikes and conventions to discuss social and racial injustices began building momentum 
after this. Strikes within the agricultural industry became more and more popular as 
Latino unions in California lead the El Monte Strike to protest declining wages. National 
efforts were also made to bring Latino workers from direct backgrounds together; for 
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example, El Congreso del Pueblo de Habla Espanol was founded by Luisa Morena and 
Josefina Fierro de Bright to bring together Cubans, Puerto Ricans, and Mexicans. Hispanic-
Americans began to become increasingly radicalized as more attention was brought to the 
injustices many workers were facing, especially those in the California grape-growing 
industry. In 1939 novelist John Steinbeck even published The Grapes of Wrath to expose the 
grape-growing industry’s working conditions; and eventually the National Farmworkers 
Association would become active in this growing issue.  In the 1940s racial tensions 
expanded to include concerns being voiced by the hundreds of thousands of Latinos that 
served in the armed forces during World War II and education reforms that the youth 
were demanding. In 1943 the Zoot Suit Race Riots erupted in Los Angeles and for ten 
straight night's American soldiers would cruise through Maxican-American 
neighborhoods in search of Mexican teenagers, some as young as 12 years old, they would 
later beat to death. Even though Senator Dennis Chaves of New Mexico attempted to 
introduce legislation to mitigate these racial tensions and prohibit discriminatio because of 
race, creed or national origin, his bills would continuously fail. This battle for equality 
escalated once Latino veterans began to return home and combat domestic descrimination 
through the formation of the American G.I. Forum in Texas. This group, established by Dr, 
Hector Garcia, would later garner national attention due to Latino soldier, Pvt. Felix 
Longoria, being killed in action but being refused a burial in Texas because of his 
ethnicity. Furthermore, Latino parents began to challenge segregation in schools by using 
several California school districts and successfully defending their children’s 
constitutional rights as Mendez v. Westminster was ruled upon in the California Supreme 
Court.  
 As the 1960s approached the fight for civil rights became more visible. A 
culmination of movements were occurring simultaneously, and Hispanics modeled much 
of their activism after the success that the Black Power Movement was having. 
Throughout the 1960s Hispanic-Americans and Mexican-Americans would engage in 
different battles through education and workers' rights, and eventually a Chicano 
Movement would grow from these efforts. In 1958 the arts became a monumental method 
of exposing the racial tensions and struggles this community engaged in, as the 
production of West Side Story premiered on Broadway and chronicled the racial tensions 
prominent in the 1940s and 1950s. In the early 1960s various organizations were founded, 
some of which would make critical strives in this fight for equality. Many of these 
organizations pushed for educational institutions to include the contributions of Hispanics 
to U.S. History and establish a bilingual/Spanish curriculum. In 1961 “Aspira” was 
founded to promote education among Hispanic youth, with a focus on Puerto Ricans; and 
in 1963 the Ford Foundation was successful in aiding Miami’s Coral Way Elementary 
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School began to offer the nation’s first bilingual school curriculum. Additionally, one of 
the more well-known battles that Hispanics waged was the fight to secure unionization for 
farmworkers. Mexican-Americans were at the forefront of this battle as many had 
previously migrated to the United States for the sole purpose of being employed in 
agriculture. In 1962 Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta became the faces of this movement, 
after they resigned from the Community Service Organization they founded the National 
Farmworkers Association, which they used to plan influential boycotts and strikes. 

The Chicano Movement was an offset of the greater fight for socioeconomic 
equality among Hispanic-Americans. When this movement emerged it focused on 
workers rights for farm workers, restoring land to people of Mexican/Indigenous descent, 
and education reforms. The involvement of the Mexican American Political Association in 
the presidential election of 1960 served as a catalyst for Chicanos to establish their own 
movement with specific demands. While Latinos had lacked influence in politics before 
the 1960s, John F. Kennedy’s presidential campaign heavily targeted them and established 
Latinos as a significant voting bloc in elections. And due to the complex history between 
Mexico and the United States, and past conflicts, Chicano radicals began to demand 
reparations in the form of land. As they began to question the conditions of the Treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo they accused the United States of being an imperial body that stole 
their rightful homeland. New organizations emerged with a restored sense of cultural 
pride, which lead to many Mexican-Americans identifying as “Chicano.” 
 
Characters  
Henry B. Gonzalez (D-Texas)  
Rep. Gonzalez was the son of Mexican immigrants who had immigrated during the 
Mexican Revolution. He was born in Texas, where he became a probation officer after he 
graduated from St. Mary University’s School of Law. In 1945 he quit the chief office after a 
judge did not allow him to add an African-American probation officer to his staff. Later, 
he went on to serve as San Antonio City Council member where he worked to desegregate 
public accommodations in the city. He entered the special election for the House of 
Representatives in 1961 where he defeated a strong Republican candidate. He quickly 
became known for his liberal views and was called a “communist” and a “pinko.” He was 
extremely outspoken on the Chicano Movement and the greater Latin American 
movement in the United States at the time. Gonzalez was also in President Kennedy’s 
motorcade on November 22nd, 1963, the day the President was assassinated.  
 
William Moore McCullock (R-Ohio) 
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Congressman McCullock was a World War II veteran and was a member of the State 
house of representatives in Ohio, where he served as minority leader and speaker. He 
became a Ranking member of the House Judiciary Committee once he was elected to the 
80th House of Representatives. He took a leading role in introducing civil rights 
legislation, even doing so months before President Kennedy presented his Civil Rights Act 
(1960)  to Congress. While McCullock only had a handful of Black constituents, his 
influence in introducing and writing legislation led President Kennedy to state “Without 
him it can’t be done,” when speaking about him. This was largely due to the time he spent 
growing up in Florida, where his disgust of racial discriminatetion led to his moderate 
views on civil rights.   
 
John W. McCormack (D-Massachusetts)  
Originally from Boston, Massachusetts, McCormack served in the U.S. Army during 
World War I and served in both the State House and State Senate. In 1962 he became the 
45th Speaker of the House to the United States House of Representatives. He supported 
the New Deal measures during the Great Depression and would go on to support civil 
rights, education programs, and access to health care (i.e. Great Society programs in the 
1960s). However, he was an anti-communsit and many of his decisions would be founded 
on his long standing Catholic values.  
 
Carl B. Albert (D-Oklahoma) 
Rep. Albert served in the United States Army before being commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in the Army Air Forces. When he was elected to Congress in 1946 he was  a 
Cold War liberal, supporting the containment of Soviet expansionism. He also supported 
allocating funds toward public housing and providing federal aid to education programs. 
He went on to become Majority Leader where he played a key role in advancing a more 
liberal agenda, which included extensive health care legislation. For example, he worked 
on developing the federal hospital insurance program for the elderly, which would later 
be known as Medicare.  
 
Charles A. Halleck (R-Indiana) 
Charles Alleck also served in the United States Army, specifically during World War. 
After attending college he was elected to fill the House vacy due to the death of 
Congressman Frederick Landis. He became a member of the conservative coalition created 
within the U.S. House of Representatives. He also served as House Majority Leader and 
House Minority Leader between 1959 to 1964. Because he was a strong opponent of liberal 
proposals he became the face of the Republican Party throughout the 1960s. He became 
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increasingly outspoken of foreign relations and domestic issues as he made frequent 
appearances on news shows and talk programs.  
 
Thomas Hale Boggs (D-Louisiana)  
Rep. Boggs was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives at twenty-six, at the time the 
youngest member of Congress. After not being re-elected he joined the United States Navy 
and served throughout World War II. Once he returned he was elected to Congress once 
again, and went on to be re-elected thirteen times before he went missing. As a congress 
member he signed the 1956 Southern Manifesto which condemned desegregation and he 
voted against the Civil Rights Act of 1960. He became an influential figure within the 
United States government, also being the youngest member of the Warren Commission 
which investigated the assasssination of President Kennedy. 
 
Leslie C. Arends (R-Illinois)  
Rep. Arends served as majority whip and minority whip for the House Republicans 
beginning in 1943. He represented a rural, largely Republican Illinois district. He opposed 
entering World War II and the New Deal. He was also partially responsible for creating 
the Conservative Coalition of Republicans and Southern Democrats which dominated the 
U.S. House’s agenda up until the 1960s. He would go on to organize opposition to 
President Lyndon B Johnson’s Great Society program proposals.  
 
Albert Thomas (D-Texas)  
Thomas grew up attending public school and helping his father by working at their store. 
He went on to serve as a lieutenant in the Army during World War I, and then returned to 
college in order to attend law school. As a member of Congress he voted against the Civil 
Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960. He also signed the 1956 Southern Manifesto which opposed 
the desegregation of public schools, which had been decided by the Supreme Court 
decision in Brown v. Board of Education.  
 
Gerald R. Ford (R-Michigan) 
Ford attended the University of Michigan and Yale Law School before enlisting in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve post-Pearl Harbor. He went on to represent Michigan’s 5th congressional 
district for 25 years. During his time in Congress he did not write major legislation but he 
did frequently act as a negotiator between the two parties. He was appointed to the House 
Appropriation Committee and was an influential member of the Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee. He was relatively moderate regarding domestic policies and foreign 
affairs, but supported conservative fiscal policy.  
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James Roosevalt (D-California) 
The oldest son of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, James Roosevelt served as a Marine 
Corps officer during World War II and as an official Secretary to the President. During his 
time in the United States House of Representatives he represented California;s 26th 
congressional district, which was heavily Democratic. He also made frequent appearances 
on radio broadcasts to discuss political commentary. He advocated for the desegregation 
of public accommodations, as well as equality of opportunity for each man. 
 
John Lindsay (R-New York)  
Lindsay became involved in politics in New York when he founded the Youth for 
Eisenhower club and became the president of the New York Young Republicans Club. He 
joined the United States Department of Justice in 1955 and worked primarily on civil 
liberties cases, including the 1957 civil Rights Act. He won the Republican primary and 
was elected to the U.S. House to represent New York’s 17th district. This district 
encompassed Mnahattan’s Upper East Side but also included the diverse Lower East Side 
and Greenwich Village. He became the leader of the liberal Republicans on the Judiciary 
Committee, and advocated on behalf of increased federal aid for education programs and 
establishing Medicare.  
 
Howard W. Smith (D-Virgina)  
Smith was elected to the House of Representatives in 1930 and became a leader of the 
conservative coalition. While he initially supported certain New Deal measures he did not 
make a habit out of supporting liberal agendas. He proposed the anitcommunist Alien 
Registration Act of 1940, which banned advocacy for the overthrow of the U.S. 
government. He also became the chairman of the United States House Committee on 
Rules so he controlled the flow of legislation, this allowed him to halt the flow of 
legislation advocating for racial integration.  
 
Martha Griffiths (D-Michigan)  
Griffith was raised by a single mother, after the death of her father, and he mother;s 
struggle to raise three children while working two jobs inspired Griffith’s pursuit of equal 
rights for women. Nicknamed as the “Mother of the ERA (Equal Rights Amendment),” the 
congressman was a key figure in passing women’s rights legislation in Congress. She also 
supported tax reform and a plethora of other civil rights legislation that impacted different 
marginalized groups.  
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Frances P. Bolton (R-Ohio)  
Rep. Bolton was involved in public health, education, and other philanthropic work before 
succeeding her husband after his death. She replaced her husband as representative for 
Ohio’s 22nd district, which encompassed mostly Cleveland’s suburbs. She became 
involved in foreign relations, specifically influencing US relations with Africa and other 
regions. She was also a ranking minority leader in the House Foreign Affairs Committee.  
 
Emanuel Celler (D-New York)  
The grandson of immigrants from Germany, Celler’s top priorities included immigration 
and removing the United State’s quota on immigration. The Johnson-Reed Immigration 
Act of 1924 imposed a quota that limited immigration in order to preserve the ethnic and 
religious identity of the U.S. Celler opposed this law and spoke out for the elimination of 
these quotes, and advocated for relaxed immigration laws to provide refuge for those 
fleeing the Holocaust. He went on to become Chairman of the House Judiciary Committee 
where he had a hand in the drafting of legislation regarding civil rights. 
 
Thomas Gerstle Abernethy (D-Mississippi) 
As a member of the United States House of Representatives Abernethy opposed the Civil 
Rights Movement and signed on to the 1956 Southern Manifesto, opposing desegregation 
of public school. He believed that the Civil Rights Movement was a foreign Communist 
plot to infiltrate the United States; and this conspiracy theory also held anti-semitic values. 
He focused on proposing constitutional amendments that would expand school prayer 
and religious affiliations within schools.  
 
James Henry Quillen (R-Tennessee)  
Quillen represented a heavily conservative district in Tennessee during his time in 
Congress. He would go on to vote against civil rights legislation, and instead focus on 
social security benefits and nationalist legislation. For example, he only sponsored three 
pieces of legislation, one being an anti-flag desecration amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. Regardless of his little involvement in sponsoring legislation he was widely 
popular because he was perceived as providing strong constituent service.  
 
Marlon Eugene Snyder (R-Kentucky)  
Snyder was elected to the House of Representatives to represent Kentucky’s third 
congressional district in Louisville. Before this he was involved in Louisville’s community 
as a lawyer, city attorney, and magistrate. During his time in Congress he would focus on 
farming and property rights as he had business interests in both.  
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Harold Dunbar Cooley (D-North Carolina)  
Cooley represented the fourth congressional district of North Carolina after being elected 
by special election; and he went on to be reelected 16 times. He served as Chairman of the 
House Committee on Agriculture and served on the Herter Committee. He was one of the 
few Southern Congressmen that did not sign the Southern Manifesto but he still voted 
against the Civil Rights Acts of 1957 and 1960.  
 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr. (D-New York) 
Powell was a Baptist pastor before being elected to represent the Harlem neighborhood of 
New York City in the U.S. House. He was the first person of African-American from New 
York to be elected to Congress and went on to become Chairman of the Education and 
Labor Committee. He did support the passage of social and civil rights legislation during 
both Kennedy’s Administration and Johnson’s Administration.  
 
Charles Bernard Hoeven (R-Iowa) 
While Rep. Hoeven was elected to the 78th Congress he served as sergeant abroad during 
World War I, and then was re-elected to Congress once again upon his return. During his 
time in the armed services he was stationed in England and France, and served with the 
Intelligence Service of the First Battalion. Later on, he also did vote in favor of Civil Rights 
legislation, dating back to the Civil Rights Act of 1957 and 1960.  
 
Peter Hood Ballantine Frelinghuysen II  
Before Rep. Frelinghuysen represented New Jersey’s fifth congressional district in the U.S. 
House, he served in the Office of National Intelligence and the Foreign Affairs Task Force 
of the Hoover Commission. He also participated in the opposition by the Jersey Jetport 
Site Association in his hometown, this opposition group seeked to preserve woodlands 
and marsh in Morris County, New Jersey. During this time the Environmentalist 
Movement was ramping up and conservationists along with political figures were taking 
firm stances against corporations. Frelinghysen and his group were successful in 
convincing the federal government to preserve park lands and wildlife in New Jersey.  
 
Dr. Antonio Fernos Isern (Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico)  
Dr. Insern organized the Partido Popular Democratico (Popular Democratic Party) in 
Puerto Rico before becoming Director of Civil Defense in San Juan and heading the 
Department of Health and Administration of Public Housing. Between 1943 and 1946 he 
was the acting governor of Puerto Rico and was then appointed as the Resident 
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Commissioner of Puerto Rico to the U.S. House of Representatives. During his 
participation in Congress he was a key figure in convincing the U.S. government to allow 
Puerto Rico more sovereignty, and in 1947 he successfully advocated for the Crawford 
Project which allowed Puerto Ricans to elect their governor.   
 
Questions to Consider  

1. How can the U.S. House of Representatives draft a comprehensive civil rights bill 
that will highlight the complex violation of Hispanic’s civil rights while considering 
the demands of other progressive groups? 

2. How can the U.S. House of Representatives prevent future domestic uprisings 
while still discussing escalating foreign relations in Latin America (i.e. Puerto Rico’s 
sovereignty and the aftermath of the Cuban Missile Crisis) 

3. How can delegates successfully represent their constituents but still ensure that the 
demands of national organizations and all groups are considered? 

4. How significant of a voting bloc will Latinos and other marginalized groups 
become in the upcoming 1964 election?  

Further Research  

1. https://history.house.gov/Exhibitions-and-Publications/HAIC/Historical-Essays/Separate-

Interests/Post-War/ 

2. https://www.britannica.com/event/Civil-Rights-Act-United-States-1964 

3. https://www.tolerance.org/classroom-resources/tolerance-lessons/latino-civil-rights-

timeline-1903-to-2006 

4. http://www.lbjlibrary.org/education/civil-rights-today-essay-contest/hispanics-the-forgotten-

class-in-civil-rights-history 

5. https://www.history.com/news/puerto-ricos-complicated-history-with-the-united-states 

 


