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Flu of 1918 Pandemic: Spain 
 
Introduction 

Hello!! Welcome to the inaugural ENMUNC conference! We are so excited to have 
you joining us for this committee and cannot wait for the chaos that will ensue virtually. 
My name is Pari Kapila and I will be your Crisis Director for the Flu of 1918 Pandemic: 
Spain committee. I’m currently a second-year at Emory and am double-majoring in 
Human Health and Biology. As you can see, my inspiration for this committee stems from 
my interest in public health. Especially with the global pandemic of COVID-19, we are 
unable to meet and so we can draw that as a source of inspiration for this committee. This 
is my second year involved in the Emory International Relations Club (EIRA), and I’ve 
served as the Emergency Logistical Staffer in the past MUNE (Emory’s Collegiate Model 
UN conference) earlier this year.  I’m certainly excited to be reading your crisis notes via 
Zoom and incorporating them in updates to make the committee even more exciting. 

In pertinence to this committee, the characters will be a mix of both Spanish leaders 
of the time, along with the international leaders of neighboring nations, as they are also 
concerned with the pandemic reaching their homeland. The committee will begin in 
March of 1918, coinciding with the beginning signs of this possible pandemic. In 2020, we 
are blessed with the advancements of technology that did not exist in 1918, and must 
remember this in committee.  
This is a crisis committee and may be considerably different than other high school 
conferences because there will be a higher focus on incorporating your crisis notes and arc 
into the updates that are given as a whole to the committee. The staff and I are so excited 
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to have you, even if it is virtual! If you have any other questions  after reading the 
background guide, please reach out to me at my email which is written below.  
 
Best, 
Pari Kapila 
pari.kapila@emory.edu 
 
Committee Structure & Dynamics 

This committee is based around the Influenza pandemic that began in Spain 1918. 
The committee will begin at the start of this pandemic, where the first signs of deaths are 
occurring around the country and small outbreaks are occurring; however, doctors and 
healthcare professionals are unable to identify what is causing all these deaths. Sometimes 
the symptoms are similar and other times are very different, so these cases are not exactly 
linked. The exact date that committee will begin is March 22nd, 1918 with a transition in 
power of many of the positions in the Spanish government. 

 As previously mentioned, the characters in this committee are both Spanish leaders 
within the government, alongside international leaders of concerned countries. All the 
characters will be working together in a specialized committee to work towards 
understanding what is occurring and to minimize the damage and the rate of 
reproduction (R0 value) of the virus. There will be increased loyalty among the Spanish 
characters versus the international leaders as politics can come into play. I really want 
delegates to push the envelope with their characters through their crisis arcs. More 
information regarding this will be found under the “character descriptions.” There will 
not be resolutions made, but rather directives which are encouraged to have multiple 
sponsors. Joint crisis notes and mergers on directives are greatly appreciated and will be 
taken into consideration for the crisis updates. Also, please remember that the last 
directive passed will overrule a previous one, so remember that when voting in 
committee.  

As this committee is occurring virtually, the typical crisis notepad style will be 
occurring over slack where one of the staff members will be responding to your crisis 
notes via this platform. Since it is online, please do not try passing several notes at once or 
make them too lengthy as to not overwhelm the crisis staff working to provide the best 
experience for you. We’ll go more in-depth regarding the style when the conference 
begins. Thank you! 
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Key Terms 
Pandemic: A pandemic is classified as an epidemic that is occurring over a very wide area, 
crossing international boundaries and affecting a large number of people. 
Epidemic: An epidemic is a widespread occurrence of an infectious disease in a 
community at a particular time. It is smaller, on scale, than a pandemic. 
Fascism: It is a political philosophy, movement, or regime (such as that of the Fascisti) that 
places loyalty to one’s nation above the individual.  It typically has a centralized 
government headed by a dictator with absolute power. There is often severe economic and 
social regimentation and forcible suppression of anyone who opposes the government. 
R0 value: It is a mathematical term that indicates how contagious  a disease is. An R0 
value greater than one means the disease is highly contagious and can cause a pandemic. 
An R0 value equal to one means that the disease is somewhat contagious, so it will spread 
but most likely will not cause a pandemic. An R0 value less than one means that the 
disease is rarely contagious and the disease will spread to less and less people and 
eventually die out. 
Liberal Democratic Party: It is a Spanish political party that was created after the split 
from the Liberal party in 1913 and was led by Manuel Garcia Prieto. This party's values 
are focused around breaking down the social classes and improving rights of the lower  
Conservative Party: It is a spanish Political party that was founded by Antonio Canovas 
del Castillo in 1876 and was known to support the monarch.  
World War I: It is a war that began after the assasination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
and lasted till 1918. It was the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and 
the Ottoman Empire)  versus the Allied Powers (Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy, 
Romania, Japan, and the United States). 
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History/Context 

The influenza pandemic of 1918-1919 caused over 50 million deaths worldwide. 
Before this pandemic, the world had seen other pandemics before, but never to this extent 
in the modern era., Just a few years before this one, there was a cholera pandemic in the 
Middle east, North Africa, and Eastern europe region that caused a death toll of 800,000. 

In the springtime of 1918, Spain remained neutral during World War I where the 
king of Spain, Alfonso XIII ruled a socially-divided country with nearly 20,000,000 
citizens. The social-divide comes from The first reference of a possible flu pandemic came 
in a headline in Madrid’s ABC newspaper on May 22nd, 1918. In the headline, it was 
referred to as “Le epidemia reinante” meaning the “Prevailing epidemic” and from then 
on, news regarding the pandemic continued to spread into the country’s neighbor, France.  

What was somewhat interesting is although Spain’s press was openly discussing 
and reporting on this “possible” 
pandemic.” Neighboring countries, like 
Italy were quick to dismiss the 
possibilities of the spreading virus to 
not alarm the general population as 
citizens were already coping with the 
hardships caused by the World War. So, 
as the virus continues to spread, there is 
now concern over public health for 
people all over the world.  
 

Background 
First Signs  
 In the late winter of 1918, there were first signs that began to show that something 
wasn’t right. From small villages to the big cities, there were suspicious deaths of people 
dying from all kinds of symptoms. The symptoms were all so different from having a bad 
cough, high fever, to fatigue that no one knew what was happening. As more deaths 
started to accumulate, the death toll had become over 100. This is when scientists started 
to realize that this was the beginning of something very deadly.  
 While these suspicious deaths were occurring, the Spanish government was not 
doing much to take a stance to try and figure it out. The symptoms were pretty mild and 
the number of deaths continue to remain pretty low. On March 22nd, 1918, there was a 
switch in government positions. Santiago Alba Bonifaz just became Minister of Public 
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Education and Antonio Maura has just become Prime Minister of Spain. This change leads 
to questions as to how to handle these deaths.  
 As time has been going on, newspaper headlines are starting to notice that these 
symptoms are starting to share similarities and are spreading even further out. In Italy, 
there have also been headlines in newspapers such as The Albo d’oro that have noticed 
deaths because of similar mysterious circumstances as what the Spanish media has been 
reporting. However, the Italian government refuses to acknowledge any possibility of a 
disease. There has been a past history of possible collusion by the Italian government to 
censor the media. Now, as the deaths continue to increase in not only Spain, but 
neighboring countries, there are more questions arising in how to handle this unknown. 
Scientific Updates & Secondary Effects 
 The death toll is still increasing, and Spanish citizens are now starting to question 
what is really happening. Scientists soon started investing their time and research in trying 
to understand what had been causing all these randomized deaths. As the symptoms were 
so mild and somewhat different, researchers came to the conclusion that it was Richard 
Pfeiffer’s 1892 claim that it was B. influenzae. After the autopsies that were performed on 
the bodies in the spring, the main pathological findings found that death was usually from 
pneumonia and respiratory failure. With these new findings, the scientific community has 
come to a consensus that immunocompromised individuals, the elderly population, and 
children are most susceptible in contracting this virus. 
 As more information continues to be shared through the media, the government 
has been slow and has been in denial that the viral strain exists. There has been uproar by 
the people for the government to act in protecting the people from this invisible enemy. 
Although this is the beginning, there are questions being raised as to funding for an 
answer to stop the spread of this easily-transmitted disease. The Spanish citizens are also 
demanding that they not have to go to work, and they are even beginning to protest in the 
big cities in Madrid and Barcelona.  

Along with this, the workers that are considered “essential” are becoming 
increasingly susceptible. As the cases are increasing, people have been going to hospitals 
for treatment;however, this has only caused the hospitals to become overpacked and put 
into very unsanitary conditions. The healthcare professionals like the nurses and doctors 
are also starting to see similar symptoms. As of now, most hospitals (60%) across Spain are 
at full capacity and 10% of healthcare professionals are seeing similar symptoms. 

As the death toll continues to increase, families are also increasingly suffering as 
they are losing their savings to medical bills and family members calling in sick to work. 
Now may be time for the government to act.  
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Political/Economic Instability 
 In response to World War I, Spain took an official stance of remaining neutral. 
Though this came from the king, the society was heavily divided in the first few months of 
the war. The entire system of Restoration was in jeopardy as different groups showed 
difference stances with the on-going world war. The aristocracy and the court chose a 
neutral stance and were sympathetic to Germany and the central powers as they had 
familial connections leading those countries. The upper classes and the Catholic church 
identified more with Germany, and were thereby more likely to side with them. The lower 
social class and followers of Antonio Maura supported the Allied Powers. 
 There was instability within the country grew that formed as “Germophiles” and 
“Francophiles” formed as and more Spanish citizens sympathised with opposing sides of 
the War. There was a further rift created when German u-boats were blocking commerce 
for the Allied Powers. 
 Though there is a stance of neutrality, there is now an even stronger divide among 
the social classes based on how they should act in this war. There are currently Spanish 
men that have even begun drafting themselves as part of the French legion. This has 
caused strife, and is becoming a point of contest as officials in Spain try to keep their 
neutral position.  
 Before the World War, there was unrest caused when the two main trade unions 
put pressure on the government by going on a strike in March of 1918. The workers 
demanded for better treatment, pay increase, and promotions through these labor strikes. 
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They were able to pass policies that were in favor for improvement in the work 
environment. T, but there are still ways to go. Although such legislation has been passed, 
there is new trouble for workers as over 40,000 Spanish workers have been sent back from 
Belgium, Germany, and France because of the war. Because of this, the unemployment 
rate skyrocketed in Spain. There has also been inflation so households, especially low-
income, are unable to afford food and basic necessities for their families. They are getting 
frustrated, and there have been many riots happening all over the country in retaliation to 
the government handling these problems. There are now holes that need to be filled based 
on how these issues are going to be answered.  
 
 
 
Character Descriptions 

● Eduard Dato e Iradier (Spanish Political Leader, Politician): He was the Spanish 
Prime Minister from June 11th 1917 to November 3rd 1917, and was previously the 
Prime Minister from 1913-1915.  He built his way up as he was the Minister of the 
Interior and the Minister of Justice over 15 years. He is currently the leader of the 
Conservative party since 1913 as well. As a politician, he is considerably influential 
and has 40% of the Spanish government that will listen to what he has to say.   

● Manuel Garcia Prieto (Prime Minister of Spain from November 3 1917- 22 March 
1918): 
Unlike the previous character, he is a member of the Liberal Party. He was prime 
minister from November 3rd, 1917 till March 22nd, 1918. He was Prime Minister 
several times as well. His agenda leans more on the liberal side. He just loses his 
role as Prime Minister when there is a transition of power, but he is concerned 
about what's going on and is worried that other people are not paying attention.  

● Antonio Maura (Prime Minister of Spain from March 22 1918 to November 9, 1918): 
He is the current Prime Minister of Spain and just gained power as of March 22nd, 
1918. He has a background in law which could come into use later on as he is a 
lawyer. At first, he was a part of the liberal party, but then later switched over 
towards the Conservative party. His agenda includes a reform of the nation, but he 
has faced lots of backlash from the liberal party and other liberals. 

● Manuel Allendesalazar: Based on media and other politicians, he is a potential 
contender as the next Prime Minister of Spain. He currently holds the position of 
Minister of State, and so he is in charge of planning, managing, and 
formulating/carrying out the nation’s defense policy. His role has been 



 FLU OF 1918 PANDEMIC: SPAIN 

ENMUNC | October 17-18, 2020      10 

considerably influential with the current World War as Spain tries to keep its 
position of neutrality.  

● Alfonso XIII (King of Spain from 1886-Present): He is the current King of Spain 
where during this time, the major problems facing Spain lead to the demise of 
liberal democracy. The King was also considerably ill and weak during this time, 
and also refused to let Spain lose its position to neutrality in World War I because 
of his family connections. As the king, he has many powers like the power to make 
laws, change the constitution, declare war, hire or fire people in the government, 
host executions, and hold political events. 

● Woodrow Wilson (President of United States): He is the current president of the 
United States and has been in office since March 4th, 1913. He is currently leading 
the United States through World War I. As the President of the US, he is the leader 
of the army and meets with other foreign leaders and politicians. Among his many 
different policies generated from his administration, he was a big proponent of 
creating a “League of Nations” and has been speaking with other foreign leaders 
about this idea. 

● Georges Clemenceau (Prime Minister of France): Georges Clemenceau is the Prime 
Minister of France from 1906-1909, and then again from 1917 till present. He holds a 
strong position against Germany and signed many treaties with the United 
Kingdom and United States to limit future German aggression. He is a political 
activist and writer, along with co-founding his own newsletter called Le Travail and 
was first censored by the government, and so Clemenceau changed the name to 
L’Homme enchaîné. Since the World War started, he believed total focus on war 
would harness success. 

● David Lloyd George (Prime Minister of Great Britain): David Lloyd George was 
the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom since 1916. Lloyd George has a military 
background as he was the previous Secretary of State for War for the United 
Kingdom. He also studied law and was part of the Liberal party. His main focus is 
on ensuring that he leads the United Kingdom out of this difficult time with as 
minimal damage as possible.  

● Vittorio Orlando (Prime Minister of Italy): Orlando became the prime minister of 
Italy in October of 1917 and currently remains as the Prime Minister. He has been 
considerably patriotic in leading Italy into war during World War I and was 
focusing on annexing land for Italy throughout this time. His political ideology 
leans more conservative and fascist. He was quick to censor newspapers or hide 
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information that did not support his political agenda. He is willing to work with 
other nations, but Italy comes first. 

● Jose Marina Vega (Minister of Defense of Spain): Since 1917, Vega has been serving 
as the Minister of War and of Defense of Spain. He has a military background as 
fought in the third Carlist War and was promoted Lieutenant Colonel. With his 
military background, he has military men ready to listen to his commands as he 
leads Spain’s army men during this time.  

● Santiago Alba Bonifaz (Minister of Public Education of Spain): He is the current 
Minister of Education in Spain, but has served several other roles as Minister of the 
Navy, Minister of Education & Science, Minister of Foreign Affairs, and Minister of 
Housing. So, he has many connections within the Spanish government. He has a 
background as a lawyer, and became Minister of Public Education on March 22nd, 
1918. His role involves sharing information to all Spanish citizens.  

● Sultan Mehmed V (King of Ottoman Empire): He has been the sultan of Ottoman 
Empire since April 27th, 1909. He has many political powers and is considered 
notoriously influential in making decisions for the empire. During his reign so far, 
the Ottoman empire has faced some setbacks with the amount of territory they’ve 
lost. During World War I, the empire and him were allies of Germany and of Kaiser 
Wilhelm II. 

● Miguel Primo de Rivera: He is a politician who supported King Alfonso XIII and 
wanted to eliminate the corruption and regenerate Spain. He has goals of leading 
change in Spain and is now working hard with underground connections. 
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