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Letter to Delegates 
Dear Delegates,  
 

Welcome to the Special Political and Decolonization (SPECPOL) Committee of the 
Inaugural Emory National Model United Nations Conference! My name is Mariah 
Mizbani and I am the Director for SPECPOL. I am a junior in the College majoring in 
Philosophy and minoring in Persian Language and Literature on the pre-law track. Last 
year, I served as a Chair for Model UN at Emory (MUNE), our college-level conference 
for Assad’s Cabinet to Rebuild Syria crisis committee, and served as a travel team 
member. Since Spring semester of 2020, I have served as the Head Delegate for Emory’s 
Travel Team. I believe both topics in this committee are extremely relevant today and are 
issues I am personally deeply passionate about and committed to; I hope as delegates 
during ENMUNC, you feel this importance as well. My goal is that this committee 
facilitates dialogue on international sovereignty, the rights of refugees and minorities, 
and the way structures of power can be used, both for good and bad. I am so excited to 
be your Director for this committee. I will be available through email and phone, so please 
do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions, concerns or comments related to 
this committee at any point.  

As a member of this SPECPOL, you will discuss pressing issues related to the 
problems surrounding the current structure of UN Peacekeeping operations and the 
policies and violence perpetrated against Afghan refugees in Iran. Ideally, our committee 
will contain debates about unique strategies and solutions aimed toward creating peace 
and security throughout the world. I will require two standard position papers, one per 
topic, that are one full page maximum, double-spaced, in 12-point font. The position 
paper should provide country-specific background information that is pertinent to the 
topic at hand. The goal when writing the position papers is to learn more about the topics 
at hand that may not be present in the background guide itself, and to help you think 
about the issue in relation to your country and the potential stances and solutions these 
may have, thus making it easier for you to debate once in committee.  

Lastly, this is a unique and stressful time for all of us around the world right now, 
filled with uncertainty and new experiences. For us at Emory International Relations 
Association (EIRA), it is not only our first time hosting ENMUNC, but also our first time 
hosting an online conference. We hope to turn this into a positive experience for you all, 
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with as little stress as possible. All of us are living in a time where we must welcome and 
embrace uncharted territory and be brave, positive and empathetic in how we respond 
to adversity.I hope you will carry into the committee as you remember that these issues 
affect real people all over the world, and arrive at the committee sessions with 
enthusiasm. Thank you to all of the Secretariat of ENMUNC I for their empathy, bravery 
and leadership during this time. As previously stated, please do not hesitate to reach out, 
and I look forward to seeing you in committee! 

 
Sincerely, 

Mariah Mizbani 

Special Political and Decolonization Committee Director 

mariah.mizbani@emory.edu 
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Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) 
 

The Special Political and Decolonization Committee, abbreviated as SPECPOL, is 
the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly of the United Nations. SPECPOL was 
formed in 1993, when the Special Political Committee and the original Fourth Committee 
merged to form one of the six main committees of the United Nations. SPECPOL 
primarily deals with issues of decolonization, peacekeeping, special political missions, 
mine action, outer space, public information, atomic radiation and refugees. Topic A falls 
under the Fourth Committee’s historical supervision over United Nations Peacekeeping 
missions, while Topic B relates to SPECPOL’s focus on human rights and refugee 
support.  
 

  



SPECIAL POLITICAL AND DECOLONIZATION 

ENMUNC |October 17-18, 2020        6 

TOPIC A: UN Peacekeepers Assault on Civilians 
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Committee Overview  

The aim of the United Nations Peacekeeping forces is to help establish stability in 
predominantly war-torn or violence stricken communities to facilitate long-term peace 
andflourishing post conflict. Peacekeepers are responsible for attaining this goal through 
the means of “deploying and sustaining troops and police from around the globe, 
integrating them with civilian peacekeepers to advance multidimensional mandates”. 
Since their inception in 1948, UN peacekeeping forces have been guided by three 
foundational principles for their involvement:(1) consent of the parties, (2) impartiality, 
and (3) non-use of force, except in self-defense or in defense of the mandate. If the UN 
Peacekeeping force were to be compared to national militaries, it would be the 44th 
largest active military in the world. UN Peacekeeping forces have over 100,000 active 
personnel and an $8 billion active budget and have been instrumental in efforts to 
maintain peace in various circumstances such as decolonization, civil war, election 
support, and facilitating social and economic development.  

United Nations Peacekeeping efforts have been highly criticized by the public, 
however, for various legitimate reasons, including inefficiency and counter-productivity, 
among others. UN Peacekeeping forces are mainly composed of men. In 2014, “women 
only made up 3% of military personnel and 10% of police personnel in UN Peacekeeping 
missions”. Research and implementation of more women in peacekeeping efforts have 
shown a higher rate of conflict resolution, particularly in communities and cultures 
where women's rights and status are limited. Female peacekeepers are more easily able 
to communicate effectively with civilian women and children in contexts such as war 
times, where communication with men is potentially dangerous, or there are cultural 
restrictions in terms of what is able to be communicated with men. In 2000, UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325 on women, peace, and security was approved, yet the first 
female Force Commander of a Peacekeeping operation was not appointed until 2014. 
Since then, implementation of the resolution focusing on engaging women in 
peacekeeping efforts has occurred, but has not had the impact envisioned, and instead, 
has served as a performative act of progress.  
 Currently, there are 20 active peacekeeping missions by the United Nations. 
Peacekeeping missions have been largely inefficient and counterproductive as well, as 
peacekeepers have been perpetrators of violence themselves. A study in 2014 found that 
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“of the nine United Nations Peacekeeping missions with a mandate to protect civilians… 
570 reported instances of violence, peacekeepers ‘did not report responding to 406 (80 
percent of incidents where civilians were attacked)’”. Male peacekeepers have been 
found to perpetrate these vicious attacks against civilians, predominantly women and 
children, without accountability from either the host countries or the United Nations. 
This SPECPOL committee will work towards restructuring the peacekeeping forces and 
creating both internal and external policies and procedures to make peacekeepers more 
effective, and hold them accountable for the violence they perpetuate.  

 
Power, Accountability and Protection  

 
 Peacekeepers are tasked with maintaining a stable and safe community for the 
members of that community––the civilians. The idea is that by supporting civilians, the 
community will have the foundational support to further consistent social and economic 
progress in the future. Debate between member states of the United Nations have called 
into question the validity and necessity of these peacekeeping missions, given the 
inefficiency and resulting negative consequences to civilians. The structures in place 
currently lack the aspect of accountability and transparency to facilitate the goal of 
civilian safety, especially in relationship to abuses of power perpetrated by the 
peacekeepers themselves.  
 Accountability for peacekeeping forces lacks starting with the Security Council, 
where the majority of abuses of peacekeepers against civilians go unreported,  
uninvestigated, and thus unresolved or addressed. The United Nations has 
recommended solutions such as more intensive screening processes for potential 
peacekeepers, and a greater emphasis on protection of civilians in communities in 
conflict. Various member states have also expressed varying views on how to ensure the 
well-being of community members during peacekeeping missions, with some advocating 
for proactive monitoring systems that warn against potential abuses of power, while 
other nations such as China, have been vocal about encouraging the military sovereignty 
of the communities in conflict and a diminished power within the position of 
peacekeeper.  
 Because the safety and health of communities are at stake in every definition, 
peacekeeping forces often work closely with various other humanitarian and nonprofit 
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organizations in areas of violence. Some of these organizations include The International 
Committee of the Red Cross, International Rescue Committee, and Doctors Without 
Borders. Though these organizations themselves work to promote humanitarian law, aid, 
and the well-being of citizens, the organizations––and thus workers themselves––can 
become targets of violence, in opposition to external involvement and contrasting 
political ideologies. This has resulted in a focus on UN peacekeepers protection of 
humanitarian workers, whom they have a symbiotic relationship with.  
 Historically, the role of the peacekeeper has been a policing role, in efforts to de-
escalate conflict, protect civilians and provide sustainable humanitarian relief. But, the 
abuses and inefficiencies within the current peacekeeping structure have allowed for the 
possibility of re-envisioning the role of the peacekeeper to ensure that peacekeepers 
power is managed and there are counter systems that ensure accountability. In 2016, 
Ghanian peacekeepers not only served in this traditional role, but also assisted in medical 
and educational support services, which then expanded to Libya. When peacekeepers are 
treated as such, instead of an extension of military power, both accountability and 
efficiency will increase within the missions.  
 

Sexual Violence 
  
 Peacekeepers play a unique role in de-escalation efforts. They are international, 
external agents as opposed to national workers or government officials. They serve to 
protect communities from violence while having the capability to use violence as well. 
Peacekeepers are foreigners who live and work in communities, and provide direct 
support services to civilians while indirectly aiding in humanitarian, economic, social and 
political movements. They are flawed individuals responsible for providing conflict 
relief, being monitored by their parent organization which operates under international 
law. Because of this, they are unfortunately positioned to have inefficiencies and abuses 
within their structure, including sexual violence against civilians, in the forms of assault, 
abuse, coercion and exploitation. Peacekeepers have traded humanitarian aid such as 
food, water, medical assistance, and shelter for sexual favors. Women and children are 
especially vulnerable to these requests and are typically the survivors of this abuse. As of 
February 2018, over 600 cases of sexual abuse by peacekeepers had been reported in the 
previous five years. Though the United Nations has committed itself to investigating this 
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problem and working towards ending the abuses, the process has been slow as the limits 
of international law, structural inefficiencies and bureaucracy result in barriers to 
resolution.  
 Due to the fact that peacekeepers are international and foreign agents, all 
peacekeepers accused of sexual violence are required by the United Nations to return to 
their country of residence to go through the legal proceedings as stated by national 
jurisprudence. This means that peacekeepers are not held accountable by the country in 
which the crime is committed, nor where the survivor resides, or in any capacity by the 
United Nations and in a uniform capacity. Peacekeepers accused of the same act of sexual 
violence could be charged with varying degrees of crime and punishments, based on the 
laws and country in which they are prosecuted, if the case even gets that far. Very few 
peacekeepers are even held accountable relative to accusations, and see a case resolved 
in any form varying from fines, job loss to criminal charges. Since peacekeeper abuses of 
power are underreported to begin with, the cases that are reported become that much 
more crucial in their verdict for publicly deterring other peacekeepers from feeling 
entitled to commit acts of violence themselves. Since peacekeepers act in an enforcement 
or policing role as well as a humanitarian one, the problem becomes that the chain of 
command that should hold peacekeepers responsible lacks the checks and balances to 
follow through and do so.  
 Cultural context cannot be underestimated when it comes to barriers for holding 
perpetrators accountable and explaining how this rampant unchecked abuse has 
continued. Because peacekeepers are operating in communities plagued with violence 
and political, social and economic instability, many times peacekeepers are preying on 
the most vulnerable members of society, who lack basic necessities and rely on 
peacekeepers and other aid to function on a daily basis. This allows for peacekeepers to 
leverage their positions of power to coerce and exploit women and children, who may 
hold less power in the society in general, into sexual or violent acts and situations. 
Women may face less opportunities for employment, and thus suffer from lower 
economic standing, which can result in worse health and opportunities to be exploited 
due to their lack of resources. Many offenders may offer themselves initially as a safe 
space, and emotionally manipulate vulnerable people into sexual relationships, or use 
basic necessities as leverage to force civilians into violent situations.  
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 Additionally, survivors of sexual violence at the hands of peacekeepers can face 
repercussions from their own communities when risking coming forward about their 
experiences. Women who become pregnant, contract sexually transmitted infections, or 
could be labelled as non-virgins in societies where there are unreliable and invasive 
“virginity tests” may become ostracized from their communities, and “many [victims] 
were banished from their families for having mixed-race children, who are also shunned, 
becoming a second generation of victims”. Survivors who have filed paternity cases, to 
have the perpetrators be legally named the father, are unable to complete the legal 
process if and when the peacekeeper is returned to their country of residence, after 
already delayed proceedings. Though Resolution 2276 was passed in an attempt to hold 
peacekeepers accountable, the United Nations has been notoriously slow and inefficient 
with addressing the problem of peacekeepers assault on civilians.  
 

Questions a Resolution Must Answer 
 

 Delegates must work together to create a resolution that addresses every aspect of 
the issue, from a broader perspective. Delegates should consider the immediate problem 
of peacekeeper sexual violence against civilians: how to create preemptive solutions as 
well as how to achieve justice and accountability. But the question of what the role of the 
peacekeeper should be and what the extent of their abilities should be also must be 
addressed, and the following logistics of structuring and managing peacekeeping troops. 
Though previous peacekeeping missions can be used as research and context to more 
deeply understand how to combat the issue of peacekeeper abuse of power, specific 
missions should not be referenced, and instead universally applicable solutions to be 
implemented on all future peacekeeping missions are to be provided in resolutions. A 
resolution may address, but is not limited to: a) peacekeeping recruitment and selection, 
b) treatment and conduct, c) accountability, d) role of peacekeepers and e) government 
cooperation. Here are some important questions to consider: 
 

1. How are peacekeepers selected? What should the recruitment process look like? Is 
the selection process uniform for all countries? What are the flaws of this system? 
What improvements can be made? 
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2. Why are female peacekeepers important? What can be done to increase the 
number of female peacekeepers? How will diversity in peacekeeping forces be met 
with equity between members? Is diversity valuable without equity? 

3. How can peacekeeping training be enhanced to ensure civilian protection? By 
whom? How can we ensure peacekeepers are held responsible for their actions?  

4. What role should peacekeepers play in the communities they serve? In what ways 
and how should their role change, if at all?  
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TOPIC B: Human Rights Abuses Against Afghan 

Refugees in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
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Committee Overview 
 

 The 1951 Refugee Convention is a key legal document that defines a refugee as 
“someone who is unable or unwilling to return to their country of origin owing to a well-
founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of 
a particular social group, or political opinion.” This document and its 1967 Protocol are 
international standards for the status of immigrants. Causes for refugee crisis can include 
civil war, natural and environmental disasters, economic distress, revolution and political 
unrest, persecution and genocide, among others. According to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 70.8 million people had been displaced worldwide as of 
January 2019, and in 2019 alone the number of refugees under the UNHCR was 20.4 
million, which does not include undocumented refugees who are not counted. Refugees 
are protected under international law, and are not to be returned or dispelled to unsafe 
situations. Approximately half of refugees are children, and grow up in countries they 
were not born in. While it would seem as though wealthy, western countries are doing 
their part to support refugee populations, these nations actually fall behind in terms of 
sharing in the responsibility of supporting refugees through lower intake numbers and 
resources provided. Instead, less developed countries have taken the lead in supporting 
refugee populations, hosting more than double the number as western nations.  

The Islamic Republic of Iran is host to the 6th largest and most prolonged 
community of refugees worldwide, having provided asylum for over fourty years to 
almost 1 million refugees. The majority of these refugees are Afghans, and the second but 
much smaller number of refugees residing in Iran come from Iraq, both neighboring 
countries. The majority of refugees live in semi-urban and urban areas while the 
remaining 3% reside in refugee settlements managed by the government's Ministry of the 
Interior through their Bureau for Aliens and Foreign Immigrants’ Affairs (BAFIA). 
Refugees in Iran are either passport holders or undocumented residents, and the 
government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is responsible for registration and status 
determination for refugees. Iran uses government issued refugee identification cards as 
well, called Amayesh cards to track refugee numbers.  

As a whole, the Islamic Republic of Iran provides refugees with many services and 
rights, as they agreed to both the 1951 Convention and its 1967 Protocol on July 28th, 
1976. Government policies have been inclusive of refugees most notably in the realms of 
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healthcare and education, with 100% of refugees receiving access to Iran’s Universal 
Public Health Insurance. However, Iran had reservations and failed to implement specific 
Articles from the 1951 Convention, relating to wage-earning employment, public relief, 
labor legislation and social security, as well as freedom of movement. Though in recent 
years, the Islamic Republic has been implementing many of these articles and rights, the 
current economic chokehold put on Iran by western-backed sanctions have severely 
impacted the country's ability to adequately provide for some its most vulnerable 
community members, adding to the challenges currently facing refugees in Iran and high 
numbers of returnees to their home states.  

 
Background Information  

 
Though a Middle Eastern country with large oil reserves, the Iranian economy is 

highly diverse and not solely reliant on exporting oil. Manufacturing (automobiles, 
plastics and metals) is one of the largest industries, and accounts for about ⅕th of 
overall employment in Iran. For the past forty years, Iran's economy has been under 
incredible stress due to sanctions, or economic restrictions placed by primarily the 
United States and other western nations. Prior to 1979, after the Cold War, Iran was 
governed by a Shah monarchy, at the time ruled by Mohammed Reza Pahlavi. Due to 
the nations placement within the Middle East, Iran has always been a place of 
contention and power plays because of its oil reserves and location between smaller 
nations the West is interested in having influence over. Shah Reza Pahlavi, who had 
good relations with Great Britain due to the oil that was exported, hoarded wealth for 
himself and his inner circle, while the rural people of Iran struggled financially.  

In 1951, Mohammad Mossadegh was elected Prime Minister of Iran with popular 
support due to his plans to redistribute wealth to the people and nationalize oil. Great 
Britain and the United States were afraid of the influence of the Soviet Union and a 
potential communist agenda in Iran, which threatened the cheap oil they were 
importing. By 1953, the CIA led a coup to remove Mossadegh, and Pahlavi was 
reinstated- despite the United States apparent commitment to democracy. After this, 
resentment towards the West in Iran continued to grow, and the Shah’s continuous 
neglect of the common people in the country, hoarding of wealth and pro-west rhetoric 
led to the eventual 1979 Revolution in Iran, where idealistic youth , rural, struggling 



SPECIAL POLITICAL AND DECOLONIZATION 

ENMUNC |October 17-18, 2020        16 

Iranians and traditionally religious peoples all hoped for a return to tradition and 
economic equity. After only a matter of months, unarmed uprisings had managed to 
overthrow the Shah’s regime, and he fled to New York, where the United States 
provided him with medical support and refuge after upholding his regime since the 
coup.  

Following the United States harboring of the Shah, in November of 1979, a group 
of armed Iranian students in favor of an Islamic Republic raided the US embassy in Iran 
and took 66 American nationals, mostly diplomats and embassy workers hostage in an 
effort to represent the end of foreign intervention in Iran. While President Jimmy Carter 
tried to handle the situation, all women and African-American hostages were released 
but 52 hostages remained. On January 21st, 1981, just hours after Ronald Reagan won 
the Presidential election, the hostages were returned. Many believe the crisis which 
garnered international coverage, cost Carter the reelection, and anti-Iranian sentiment 
became commonplace in both the people and policies of the United States.  

The government that replaced the Shah’s regime ended up being led by a 
prominent Shi’i Cleric, who rose to prominence during the revolution through his anti-
west rhetoric and promises to return to tradition and redistribute land and wealth to the 
people named Ruhollah Khoemeini. Once he was in power, Ayatollah Khomeini and 
his officials began to transform Iran into a theocratic controlled Islamic State, imposing 
strict Sharia, Islamic Law, onto the country which still exists today. Clearly, relations 
between the United States and Iran are complex, historic and tense.  

Following the 1979 Revolution and hostage crisis, the United States started to 
impose oppressive sanctions onto the country, restricting commercial activity by major 
economic powers in the nation. After Iran agreed to the 2015 Nuclear Deal under 
President Obama, which restricted their ability to use nuclear energy and create a 
nuclear weapon in return for easing the sanctions by western nations, there was hope 
that it would continue and the Iranian economy could recover, until Donald Trump 
abandoned the nuclear deal and reinstated restrictions on the country and those who 
trade with Iran in May of 2018. The cost of basic goods in the country has doubled since 
2016, oil supplies are dwindling and the Iranian currency, the rial, has rapidly lost value 
against the dollar, sending the country into a critical and crippling economic position.  
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Afghanistan’s History and Iran 
 

Before 1965, Afghanistan was ruled by a King, the last being Mohammad Zahir 
Shah. Shah established relations with both sides of the Cold War, and similarly to Shah 
Pahlavi, was unliked by the people due to his specific land reforms and suppression. 
The Saur Revolution of April 28th, 1978 saw the People’s Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan, a communist party, overthrow the King and rise to power. Among the 
many reforms implemented by the PDPA were land reforms, universal education and 
equal rights for women, though they violently suppressed any opposition. A growing 
insurgency rose against the PDPA, known collectively as the mujahideen which 
included the majority urban and rural Muslim population and various different factions 
united. Collectively, backed by the United States and pre-revolution Iran among other 
international actors with vested interests in the area, unrest continued until the Soviet 
Union invaded Afghanistan to support the PDPA. The Soviet Union sent in over 30,000 
troops in  1979 to fight against the resistance groups, but the effort failed by 1992 when 
Kabul was taken by the Mujahideen.  

After the defeat of the communist groups in power in Afghanistan, the various 
factions of the resistance vied for power, splitting off and fighting between each other 
resulting in a brutal civil war. Fighting not only increased between ideological groups, 
but ethnic minorities within the country as well. The Sunni Islamic extremist group 
called the Taliban ended up taking control over the country in 1996 instead of the 
opposing Northern Alliance, and brought strict, oppressive and violent rule into 
Afghanistan, including corporal punishment and reducing the freedoms and 
opportunities for women. The country since then has been divided into various 
autonomous zones in which different groups control land, and the fighting has 
continued. After the September 11th, 2000 terrorist attack in the United States, the US 
invaded Afghanistan in an effort to dismantle the Afghanistan-based terrorist group led 
by Osama bin Laden called Al-Qaeda and the Taliban, who still had control of the 
majority of the state. By 2010, the number of foreign military members in Afghanistan 
totaled over 150,000 troops. Civilian casualties were high and continue to be as the 
conflict in Afghanistan continues today, over 40 years later. Because of the continuous 
and contentious situation in Afghanistan, for the past 4 decades there has been a large 
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refugee population from the country, fleeing the violence and seeking refuge in places 
such as neighboring Iran. 

Iran and Afghanistan are both predominantly muslim countries, under some 
form of religious rule; however, within Islam, there is an ideological split based around 
legitimate religious rulers that has resulted in two branches of Islam: Sunni and Shi’a. 
Iran is one of few majority Shi’a countries under Shi’a rule, while Afghanistan’s 
population is majority Sunni, with Sunni extremist groups in power. Historically, the 
Sunni Shi’a split has been used as a justification for violence. So while Iran was against 
the PDPA in Afghanistan, the rise of the mujahideen was also in opposition to Iranian 
interests, as the Sunni extremist groups do not see Shi’ites as legitimate Muslims. In 
Iran, the majority of citizens are ethnically Persians, although minority groups exist 
within the nation such as Baluchs and Kurds, who share ethno-linguistic or cultural ties 
with persians. Afghanistan also has ethnic diversity including the Baluchs and Kurds, 
although the majority is Afghan. 

 
Current State of Affairs 

 
Since 1978, Both Iran and Afghanistan have clearly been in states of turmoil. 

Afghanistan has had continuous war and conflict within its borders, while Iran’s 
economic and political standing has been tense due to relations with the West, and 
constrictive sanctions have the country fighting to stay afloat. Many Afghan refugees 
are employed for menial labor work that Iranians are not willing to do. Afghan refugees 
have been used as scapegoats by the Iranian government and occasionally citizens for 
the insecurity and unemployment being faced by the Iranian people in the midst of the 
US sanctions and theocracy, as well as because of a large drug smuggling route going 
from Afghanistan through Iran to Europe. Afghan refugees have been denied jobs and 
housing by governmental policies, and there has been a history of violence and 
discrimintion against Afghans.  

In 2018, a video showing an Iranian police officer hitting and yelling at a group 
of Afghan immigrants went viral, and in June of 2020, another video was shown in 
which Iranian police officers shot a truck carrying Afghan refugees, which subsequently 
exploded, killing three passengers and seriously injuring five others. In May, Afghan 
officials claimed that 45 undocumented Afghan migrants in Iran had been shot and 
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drowned by Iranian border guards, which along with the June video, sparked protests 
in major cities in Afghanistan against the human rights abuses against Afghans in Iran 
and calling for the Iranian government to be held accountable.  This treatment has been 
further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, which has hit Iran specifically very 
hard, as sanctions and economic struggles have made it nearly impossible for the 
country to provide adequate care for citizens and control the spread. Afghans have been 
denied treatment for COVID-19 by Iranian healthcare providers, who prioritize the 
treatment of Iranian nationals.  

Many Afghans in Iran have left the country amidst the treatment, and many 
more have been deported by the Iranian government, despite the conflict in 
Afghanistan continuing. Various policies and laws in place by the Iranian government 
that discriminate against ethnic minorities and refugees in the country have left 
Afghans in Iran vulnerable to abuse, and anti-foreigner sentiment among Iranian 
citizens is growing.  

 
Questions a Resolution Must Answer 

 
Delegates must work together to create a resolution that addresses the immediate 

abuses perpetrated against Afghans as well as the systems in place that allow for these 
abuses to happen. Delegates should consider the immediate problem of police and 
officials abuse against refugees, anti-Afghan sentiment within the general population, 
and deportation. In the larger context, the policies and laws relating to the rights of 
refugees in Iran should be addressed, as well as the rising nationalist culture. Finally, 
delegates should look at the international interference in the region and the impact that 
foreign actors have played in allowing these human rights abuses to occur, and the role 
of other states in creating the context in which this discrimination thrives. A resolution 
must focus on accountability in all spheres: individually, collectively as a society and as 
a larger international community. A resolution may address, but is not limited to: a) scope 
of police and official power and role, b) treatment and conduct, c) accountability and 
enforcement, d) policy, e) international cooperation, f) social media and movements. Here 
are some important questions to consider: 

1. What circumstances and contexts have allowed for the discrimination 
against Afghan refugees in Iran to exist and continue? How have both 
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national and international actors, ideologies perpetuated violence in the 
region? 

2. How can Afghans, both in Iran and in Afghanistan, advocate for their 
rights? How can Iranians contribute to the cause? 

3. What policies and laws can be created to protect Afghan refugees? How can 
different political and economic circumstances be changed to ensure the fair 
treatment and access to opportunity for refugees in Iran? 

4. How can police and government officials in Iran be held accountable for 
their discriminatory actions against Afghans? What must change culturally 
for a call for accountability to be made?  
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Country List

1. Algeria 
2. Angola 
3. Argentina 
4. Algeria 
5. Afghanistan 
6. Australia 
7. Burkina Faso 
8. Bangladesh 
9. Brazil 
10. Belgium 
11. China 
12. Canada 
13. Chile 
14. Côte D’Ivoire 
15. Costa Rica 
16. Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea 
17. Democratic Republic of the Congo 
18. Denmark 
19. Dominican Republic 
20. Estonia 
21. Ecuador 
22. Ethiopia 
23. Egypt 
24. France 
25. Germany 
26. Greece 
27. Haiti 
28. Honduras 
29. Israel 
30. Iran 
31. India 
32. Indonesia 
33. Italy 
34. Jordan 
35. Japan 
36. Kenya 
37. Mozambique 
38. Myanmar 
39. Mexico 

40. Mali 
41. New Zealand 
42. Nigeria 
43. Nicaragua 
44. Pakistan 
45. Paraguay 
46. Peru 
47. Philippines 
48. Portugal 
49. Qatar 
50. Russia 
51. Rwanda 
52. Senegal 
53. South Sudan 
54. Sudan 
55. Spain 
56. South Africa 
57. Saudi Arabia 
58. Suriname 
59. Slovakia 
60. Slovenia 
61. Thailand 
62. Turkey 
63. Trinidad and Tobago 
64. Ukraine 
65. United States 
66. United Kingdom 
67. United Republic of Tanzania 
68. Uruguay 
69. Vietnam 
70. Zimbabwe 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghans_in_Ira
n 
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/refugees.html  
https://www.unhcr.org/ir/refugees-in-iran/  
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/201
9/06/afghanistan-refugees-forty-years/  
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/01/13/why-
iran-is-deporting-scores-of-afghan-refugees/ 
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https://bestdelegate.com/united-nations-
peacekeepers-which-countries-provide-the-
most-troops-and-funding/  
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-
do/refugees-asylum-seekers-and-
migrants/global-refugee-crisis-statistics-and-
facts/  
https://reporting.unhcr.org/node/2527  
https://allthatsinteresting.com/shah-of-iran-
before-1979  
https://www.npr.org/2020/01/16/796781021/
why-irans-economy-has-not-collapsed-
amid-u-s-sanctions-and-maximum-pressure  
https://www.state.gov/iran-sanctions/  
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-
east/iran-hostage-crisis  
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ruhol
lah-Khomeini  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/202
0/01/10/how-us-sanctions-are-paralyzing-
iranian-economy/ 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-
east-33521655  
http://www.understandingwar.org/iran-and-
afghanistan  
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/201
9/06/afghanistan-refugees-forty-years/  
http://www.understandingwar.org/russia-
and-afghanistan  
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/08/05/russia-
is-winning-the-information-war-in-
afghanistan/ 
https://adst.org/2016/04/the-saur-revolution-
prelude-to-the-soviet-invasion-of-
afghanistan/  
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactiv
e/2020/02/war-afghanistan-2001-invasion-
2020-taliban-deal-200229142658305.html 
 
https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-afghan-lives-
matter-migrants-deaths-
outrage/30665907.html  
https://www.middleeasteye.net/coronavirus-
iran-hospitals-refusing-treat-afghans 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/iranso
urce/afghan-migrants-unwanted-in-iran-and-
at-
home/#:~:text=Afghans%20routinely%20cro
ss%20the%20border,of%20them%20forced
%20through%20deportation. 


